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EmpRY RAcA wloaA 


Volume 102 - Monday, February 13, 1984 


Page 3111, Lines 13, 16, 23 - "Bilodeau" should be 


"Vielleux" 
Page 3112, line 3° = “Adamo” should be "Adario” 
Page 3113, line 10 - "Bilodeau" should be "Vielleux" 


Volume 103 - Tuesday, February 14, 1984 


Page 3351, line 7 - "release" should be "relief" 


Page 3419, line 19 - “flowing” should be “falling” 
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<== "UDO TCONMeNC1 age al i265 Ul eit. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, Miss Kitely. 

MS. KITELY: Mr. Commissioner, 
before Mr. Lamek gets ES with the next witness, I 
wonder if I might have a brief opportunity on the 
same topic that we dealt with last Thursday. 

Might I say, sir, that I have reviewed 
the transcript of the hearing on February 16th with 
Gail Paech, the President of the Registered Nurses' 
Association of Ontario. She and I have concluded 
that the controversy over statements made outside 
of the hearing room is unfortunate and may detract 
from the important issues before this Commission. 

On Thursday last I indicated that 
there was no intention, either on my part or the 
part of representatives of the RNAO to offend the 
Commissioner or this Commission. I would like to 
emphasize this lack of intention. 

The President of the RNAO and I 
regret that offence has been taken either by you, sir, 
or by other counsel at this hearing. We hope that 
this expression of regret will assist in bringing 
this unfortunate controversy to an end. 

Thank you for your indulgence, sir. 


THE COMMISSIONER: I note two things. 


ake dad alee rere a ts sadtrnmast ie 


— nn ea ee 
% 
a 
* 


shiesing eban ascanega2s s3T0 ‘yetove'ts nae Sat pels 
sop Tyee ‘visit forts, edemutage ty 2b nwo ontrRed eds te 
| Kola soy eins toted, uesads’ 2per segs. <2t:3' wor 
smiths phat geet T Seek Vabew de? 59 
i Sita. - ade Ste can) popula Seyrussht of caw asadz 
ety binge: os Oi afz 36 savidadasabsdss to Ite] 
| ov stekhysivow >. beiead mn. eLnt so Tao Bela 
neusaedth 20 Hoek 2bfd oapecdinge 
| i fine dAha ost io tiehtastT sat | 
| ate, ee sites ‘yobias seseh aed sonst ted soTpes 
| (ai2 io yor oe poittqed elie te Lwaques yoruso vd 3 
peipaiad cL teteee ILtw gerpet 2o aciazestgxs airiv 
| hte at GS YeTavossdeo stam +20 lau ata 
tie <annenisith wwoy 192 4oY yaedt 
ics clea ows efjoen - :qIMOLS2zMM0D set 


som tintouseatcigplk ead A Pnateane eit ythset Dino! 
sapurinde aime Gas OMe obese So agktasoosek 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 4104 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


1 
2 
First that you say nothing about whether you had 
3 intended to offend other counsel. You say nothing 
* about what your intentions are in future. 
5 Are those deliberate? 
6 MS. KITELY: In my remarks I indicated|, 
. sir, that there was no intention to offend the 
r Commissioner or the Commission and that is meant in 
a literal way to, include.-- 
i THE COMMISSIONER: is that. to include -- 
10 MS. KITELY: -- other lawyers too, 
1] Sit. 
12 THE COMMISSIONER: It would have 
13 been better if you had added that. 
14 MS aie Yoo aSr. 
ie THE COMMISSIONER: What about your 
intentions in the future? 
2 Mook Leis That is aspropliem,. Sir, 
by which we have grappled with at some length over the 
18 weekend, and I would like to be in a position to 
19 give you certain assurances. I cannot do that, sir. 
20 The Registered Nurses' Association 
"4 is a large organization. We are not in a position 
99 to say what I think is necessary to satisfy you, 
and so I can give you no assurances about the future. 
si THE COMMISSIONER: You say you 
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can't give me any assurances with regard to your 
clients. What about yourself? Can you give me any 
assurances with regard to yourself as to your conduct? 
MS. KEITELY: No weisiz s 
THE COMMISSIONER: VeS< eA! prights 
thank you. 


Thank you, Mrs. Kitely. 


MS. KITELY: thank you, sir: 
THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Lamek? 
MR. LAMEK: May I call, please, 


Miss Kathy Coulson. 

MR. ROLAND: Mr. Commissioner, before 
we start with Miss Coulson I just would like to 
let you know that thanks to the efforts of 
Miss Thomson we have produced for Mr. Lamek tour end 
reports. We have bound a volume for him. There are 
a great many of them, and we have provided him with 
a loose volume as well so that he can xerox them for 
the rest of the counsel. We haven't been able to 
do all that but we provided all of them with an 
index and numbered pages. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Very good. 

MR. ROLAND: Miss Thomson was working 
all weekend. 


THE COMMISSIONER: I am grateful to 
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you, and I am even more grateful to Miss Thomson. 
MR. LAMEK: ‘I certainly agree with 
that, Mr. Commissioner. I haven't had a chance to 
look at them yet. Perhaps therefore I can reserve 
putting them in as an exhibit until tomorrow morning. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 
KATHLEEN COULSON, Sworn 
DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. LAMEK: 
O% Miss Coulson, you are employed 
by the Hospital for Sick Children? 
AY. Yes, i ‘ams 


Q% Currently I understand in 


the Research Institute? 


Be That. is correct. 

Q. What are your duties there, 
please? 

A. I am the nurse co-ordinator 


for the Spontaneous Abortion Mycoplasma Study. 

QO. I'm sorry, could you give 
me the name of the study again, please? 

A. I am nurse passe tin ator for 
the Spontaneous Abortion Mycoplasma Study. 

Oo. And you have occupied that 


position I understand since September of last year? 


A. Thateis right, 
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QO; Prior to that what were your 


duties at the Hospital? 


A. I was head nurse on an infant 
medical floor. | 

O.. Which floor, please? 

A. 4D as in David. 

Oe And a the period from July, 


1980 to March 1981, the period which is of particular 
interest to us, I understand you were a nursing 
supervisor? 

A. Yes, I was one of the 11:00 to 


7:00 nursing supervisors. 


Q. Working the night shift so I 
understand? 

A. Tia LS Light. 

O I believe you had worked at 


the Hospital for Sick Children in that Capacity since 
February of 1980? 

A. That eS. ioadhe . 

O. Very briefly by way of back- 
ground you received your nursing training at St. Mary's 
General Hospital in Kitchener? 

A. Thatwees Gight. 

Co And graduated in 1969 as a 


registered nurse? 
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(Lamek ) 

1 
2 

A. Yes. 
3 

0's As I understand it your very 
first job after graduation, a nursing job at the 
) Hospital tor Sick Children? 
6 aS miatois right. 
ef Q. You were a staff nurse there 
8 on 4D? 
9 A. TRaGhiserignat. 

On That as I understand it is an 


infant medical ward? 
A. Yes’. 
Or. Then you got a little bit of 


a travel bug as I understand it. In 1972 you went 


to Bermuda for a year? 


Bs Yes. 
Ge And worked there as a nurse? 
A. Yes‘. 
Or Subsequently you spent some 


time travelling in Europe and on your trips to Canada 
you would work as a per diem nurse at the Hospital 
for Sick Children? | 

A. Tha etisiTirrg ht. 

QO. In 1973 you worked, although as 
I understand it, not as a nurse, at the Sancta Maria 


House which is a halfway home for teenage girls. 
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(Lamek) 
1 
2 
A. Yes. 
3 
O's Operated under the auspices of 
3 the Ministry of Corrections? 
5 A. It is in conjunction with the 
6 Ministry of Corrections. 
7 OF; And then from Séptember 1974 
8 until February 1980 you worked as a nurse on the 
9 | children's ward of the Princess Margaret Hospital in ~ 
Toronto? 
10 
A. That? Ls- Ligne. 
ae ey And then to the Hospital for 
12 Sick Children as a night supervisor as you have told 
13 us? 
14 A. Yes. 
15 . dean & Yow thus had if I May Say so 
16 a varied and interesting sounding professional career? 
; A. That is right. 
Ot Miss Coulson, we have heard 
= from Mrs. Johnstone that the Cardiology Wards were 
1? supervised by her when she was on duty and by you 
20 when you were on duty in her absence. Does that 
21 fairly summarize your experience as a night supervisor 
22 ee et That happened most of the time, 
23 yes. 
FY U. Now we prepared with 
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Mrs. Johnstone's help a couple of charts, and I take 
it that you have seen,.if not read in its eniirety , 
the Atlanta Report? 

A. Yes, I have. 

@; You are aware that the authors 
of that report and their consultants categorized the 
deaths with''which we areconcerned under three headings, 
A, B and C; those falling under Categories A and B 
being those to which they believed some greater or 
lesser degree of suspicion attached. 

A. (Nods) . 

ays With Mrs. Johnstone's help we 
constructed two charts. One of the Category A 
deaths and the second of the Category B deaths 
showing the presence of night supervisors for each 
of those deaths, and indicating with an asterisk who 
was in charge of Wards 4A and B. And forgive us, 
we filled in a number of check marks and asterisks 
under your name, and I think you were here when that 
evidence was given, were you not? 

Ae No, I wasn't here when that was 
done. 

Os Lewonder if you could) cast Jan 
eye over those two charts, please, and let us know 


whether to the best of your recollection we have 
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correctly identified the nights when you were present 
in the Hospital and those deaths which occurred on 
nights when you were supervising Wards 4A and B? 

Can you see them from there? 

A. Yes, they ae along with what 
my record does. : 
Oe Thank you. 
Now, Mrs. Johnstone also told us 
something of the course of her duties on the normal 
night shift as a supervisor. She told us that she 
arrives at 11:00, 11:15, takes report, spends some 
time reviewing the tour end reports, and then about 
12:00 to 12:230,°1 o'clock, goes out on her first 
round of the wards of her area. 

Does the first part of your shift 
follow that general pattern, or did it at that time? 

A. Yes, it did. 

Or She told us when she was 
Supervising 4A and B which was almost every night 
when she was on, She would normally start her tour 
of wards in that area “of the Hospital. 

Would you similarly start your tour 
on the 4th floor? 

A. Yes, I did. 


Or, Were you normally in charge of 
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1 
the medical wards on that floor, 4C and D? 
3 A. Yes. 
4 ©. And if you were supervising 
5 those wards on a particular night is that where you 
: would normally start your tour of the wards? 
7 A. Yes, usually. 
oF And if you were also supervising 
P 4A and B, the cardiology wards on the 4th floor, 
9] would those be among your early calls on your tour. 
10 of the wards? 
11 A. Yes. It would depend on which 
12 end, l would start; 4C/D or, 4A/B. 
13 O. ALT right. So that your visit 
14 to the cardiology ward if you were supervising it 
would be your first or second stop? 
‘i A. that: is right. 
oO. In your tour of the wards? 
17 Bs Yes. 
18 o. And then she told us of the 
19 balance of the night that she would return to the 
20 wards later on in the shift, attend to the staffing 
1 needs and so on. 
A. Yes. 
22 
oe I take it that is the course of 
- a normal shift for you? 
24 


Hoste day, any: oe  shyninre ane. ee 
Wod awOY A ‘aiteo xetAD Aecw. perine ad, sedi? hisow 
T=bisw siz 20 

ighdw ao basque Bluow yt ast 7 
Sheed to O\5) :ctaie bivow 1 Das 

stekv: ipy du8t2, 08 - Siete SIA 2 
41 brusbvkedig etow voy 2a Rew yikes ists) 08 
| Sqage badvse 29. Sactath auey- ed Olu 


-2igi= at $n if & 

Tehish atid, to. yoasd wey. at 2 
veaw ote 

od? 2uie6 ied ede neds) oda 2 


ers Sd MIST bivaw sfe tsi? aiipsn eda I6 soeelad 
enalsissa otf oa tects . tite ofa bid nib sete] 2oney 
AG G@ Ons ehear 

-2a% i 

$e sayu6e add at sede 2) Saled © Me) 


Suoy tol J2ine Leason & 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson, dr.ex. 4113 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek) 


A. Thatets #raght: 
Or On those days when you were 
night supervisor. 


A. Yes. 
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TORONTO. ONTARIO (Lamek) 
| DMCC 
BB 1 
| 
2 Q. Miss Coulson, it is clear from 
| 3 the chart and I look particularly - I have to look 
4 at both of them, 4A and 4B, that you took the brunt 
| 5 of the initial wave of deaths in the period that 
| 6 concerns us. There were two of the Category B deaths, 
those are Bilodeau and Hoos, which occurred when you 
| d were on duty and supervising those wards; and 
: Similarly Taylor, Dawson and Turner, and Velasquez, 
| 9 all died in that initial period when you were 
| 10 supervising the ward and Mrs. Johnstone was not on 
11 duty? 
12 A. Tatas Ligne 
13 0. Mrs. Johnstone was on vacation 
at the end of July as I understand it? 
se A. Yes. 
15 ene 
Q. Prior to that period beginning 


of 1980 Miss Coulson, can you give us your best 


recollection of the number of arrests that occurred 


—— = —— beac See eee ed Re a 
—s i 
oo “I 


19 in your area of the Hospital while you were on duty? 
20 A. Maybe one or two. 

Q. In a period of five months? 
of | 

A. Yes. 
22 

Q. And do you recall how many of 

a those were on, for the first few months 5A, and how 

24 
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in July of 1980, that is to say from February to June 
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many were on 4A/B after April lst, was either of 
them on the cardiology service? 

A. No. 

0. We have heard at a much earlier 
stage of this Commission iInguiry,,. Miss Coulson, that 
with respect to resuscitation efforts it has been 
the Hospital's experience, consistent with the 


experience in other hospitals, that there is about 


an 1l per cent success rate on resuscitation efforts. 


Of the couple of arrests that you think occurred on 


your tour %of duty prior to July of 1980, can you tell 


me was either of the arrests the subject of a 
Successful resuscitation effort? 
A. We were able to transfer the 


children to the: 1cu. 


0. In both cases? 
A. The ones I remember, yes. 
0. Let*s go then to July of 1980, 


by the end of that month you had been called, as I 
understand it, to five arrests as the supervisor of 


4A and B. Did you observe any pattern in those 


arrests? 
A. Yes. 
0. What was that? 
A. They always happened during the 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek) 
| BB. 3 
1 
| 
2 night, it seemed to be the earlier part of the night, 
| 3 and it was always the same nursing team, it was 
4 always on 4A/B. 
| 5 Q. And were both of those things 
| ‘ apparent to you by the end of July? 
A. Yes. 
, 7 | 
| Q. Did you comment on that to 
é anybody? 
| 9| A. Yes. 
| wl Q. To whom? 
11 A. To my Supervisor Mrs. Sword, to 
12 Mrs. Pyykkonen who was the Co-ordinator, and to other 
i people that were in the nursing office that I would 
| give report to in the morning. 
| ss Q. Do you recall when you commented: 
. to those people? 
16 A. It would have been during that 
17 week and in the morning. 
b 18 THE COMMISSIONER: I am sorry, which 
19 week is that? 
20 THE WITNESS: The last week of the 
month perhaps. 
ae THE COMMISSIONER: Last week, this is 
| Ze July? 
| 23 THE WITNESS: This was in July I believ 
24 
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when they were all happening. 

MR. LAMEK: Q Well, we had deaths on 
July~2Z2nd) 2/7rh, e2srhye sivand® then on August the lst, 
five deaths within a period of 10 days and it was 


during that period that you made the - you commented 


upon your observation that these deaths were occurring 
in the middle of the night and in the presence of the 
same nursing team? 

A. Yes. 

Q. I would take it that was later 
in the 10-day period rather than earlier, because 
the pattern was not discernible? 

A. Once it seemed to be a pattern, 
yes, I did speak up to those people. 

Q. Did those observations appear 
to come as news to those people? 

A. Ly cowldn*t*say> 

Q. Did you get any response or 
reaction from them? 

A. They heard what I said. 

0. What*were you saying other than 
the fact that the deaths were Sécuttdne in the middle 
of the night and in the presence of one team? 

A. That is what I was saying. 


Q. That is what you were saying, and 
they heard that? 
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TORONTO. ONTARIO (Lamek) 
ae 

1 

2 A. Yes. 

3 Q. They didn't make any response 

4 or exhibit any reaction to that? 

5 A. Not that I remember. | 

X CG Other than reporting the deaths | 

and your observations as to what seemed to bera 

t pattern to the people you have identified, did you 
have any discussion with anybody at all about the 

9 end ot acguly, Sere else, about these patterns that 
10 you were seeing? 

11 A. I mentioned it to Lynn Johnstone 
12 when she came back from her vacation. 

13 0. What did you say to her? 

A. I was glad to see her back. I 

“ told her that there had been.a_lot,of-arrests and 

ig the babies had died; that it was always in the same 
16 team, and that it always happened in the early part 
17 of the night. 

18 0. You say you were glad to see her 
19 back? 
20 A. Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Did you say the 

a4 early part: of the night, isathat the,ecarlyupart of 
22 your night? 
23 THE. WEINESS:) ,Atsmidniaght. 
24 
25 
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1 
2 THE COMMISSIONER: Some of us start 
3 a little earlier. 
4 THE WITNESS: Yes. 
5 MR. LAMEK: Q. Those deaths appear to 
6 have been occurring at about 2 to 3 o'clock in the 
morning? 
: A. That “s correct. 
0. And is that the observation that 
9 you made to Mrs. Johnstone when she returned from 
10 vacation? 
11 OA Yes: 
12 Q. . You say you were glad to see her 
13 back. I take it that that reflects some measure of 
concern on your part that these deaths were occurring 
fe with a frequency with which they did occur in the 
15 
last 10 days? 
16 A. Yes. 
17 0. Did you cast around for any 
18 kind of explanation for this rash of deaths that you 
19 had experienced? 
20 x I felt that something was 
ai happening in surgery. 
0. Why did you feel something was 
oa happening in surgery? 
A. Tes the only thing# i couzd 
24 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek) 
a 
1 
2 think of at the time. 
3 0. Did it appear to you that the 
4 children who were dying in that period were post- | 
5 Operative patients? 
. A. It seemed to me that they all 
6 
had surgery at one point or another. 
: Q. Pecouldego*to the charts if it | 
8 would be of help to you, Miss Coulson, but I tell you 
9) that upon my review of them, and excluding Laura 
10 Woodcock who died while Mrs. Johnstone was on duty 
11 but who was not a post-operative patient; Bilodeau 
12 was not a surgical patient, neither was Taylor, and 
neither was Dawson. Hoos and Turner had had surgery, 
ze but of the five that we are talking-about - and of 
i course Velasquez had had surgery, no more than 50 per 
15 cent were post-operative patients. Did you make any 
16 inquiries as to whether these children were post- 
ite Operative cases? 
18 A. Ne, bt donvitnthankaleaad: 
19 Q. Or as to whether if they were 
5 post-operative cases how long it had been since their 
surgery? 
21 
A. Neji ii dadnits 
22 0. Nevertheless it was your 
23 impression that you seemed to be losing post-operative 
24 
25 
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Sie 
1 
2 patients and you wondered whether perhaps there was 
3 something involved in their surgery or post-operative 
4 course leading to their arrest? 
5 A. - Those were my thoughts, yes. 
é Q. Had you worked on surgical wards 
prior tomes cour of duty dealing with 4A and B? 
; A. No, < hadn't. 
: Q. In casting around in your mind 
9 for explanations for this rash of deaths, did anything 
10 else occur to you as a possible explanation? 
11 A. Not that I can remember. 
12 0. Did you consider perhaps that 
13 these deaths were occurring as they did in this 
fairly narrow time frame, about 2 or 3 o'clock in the 
ne morning, may be no more than sheer coincidence? 
es A. That certainly went through my 
16 mind, yes. 
Ay . 0, Did Lt cecur to you: the fact 
18 that they all seemed to be happening in the presence 
19 of the same team suggest that perhaps that team was 
20 having a singular run of bad luck? 
A. Yes. 
21 
0. Well, other than the possibility 
ss of coincidence, bad luck to the team, and perhaps 
23 some post-surgical implications that you might not be 
24 
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aware of, nothing else occurred to you at that time 
as a possible explanation for the pattern that you 
had observed? 

A. Thabkesancl ont. 

Q. During July, do you recall 
whether there was any resuscitation attempt on Wards 


4A or 4B that were successful? 
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A. I don't remember. 
Oe All right. You don't remember 


whether there was one or you don't remember one that 


was? 
Ag I don't remember one that was 


successt ule 


iO 


As Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I'm sorry, what 
was that, no? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, all right. 

MR. LAMEK: ©. And was that on the 
basis of the rather limited experience that you have 
told us about in the mrior five months when ina 
couple of arrests both had been resuscitated and got 
into the ICU or on a broader past experience over 
your nursing career? 

A. I would say a broader 
experience. 

On In the light of your whole 
experience you regarded the deaths as unusual that 
of these five arrests none could be resuscitated, 
is™“thiat fair? 


A. Yes. 


4123 


Did that strike you as unusual? 
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Coulson 
dr.ex. (Lamek) 


0: All eight. Did that concern 
you? 

A. It frustrated me. 

©. Because of the effort that 


goes into a resuscitation attempt and theterrible 


down feeling that must come when it is unsuccessful? 


AX Biawusmmaqnt. 

Q.. Was it any more than 
frustration? 

A. Anger. 

Or, Anger of what? 

A. Anger at not being able to 


heln these children, save these children. 

Q. Now, you said that when Mrs. 
Johnstone returned from vacation you told her about 
the deaths, you said you were awfully glad to see 
her back, and you told her about the coincidences 
that you had observed and did you tell her of the 
feeling that this was a run of bad luck for that 
nursing team? 

A. Thats anight. 

4 Did you tell her of the 
question in your mind as to whether there might be 
some post-operative involvement in these deaths? 


A. I might have mentioned it to 


7 7 - ia 

rade sHehie wits a ew. ,* 
7 ; : I 

std tasnp edt Bese seins te iesehis: & ofA esop | 


i : 
{iuteescwvans ars nedw anos: Stud oéde paotiges swab a 


v 
any etna A { ee . 
: Pe eh 


Aan Stor Vw 2 dat «0 a ry 
; ia 


sesktine seads uss <apedbizdS ssade ator 


Spode tei Bled wov. nokdedey toil) bateutes anovania: 


ane 8 helo wite fea espe Coy bise cov ,siteeb. sity . 
bes 
sephabiogibeleadd svete sex Bios soy. Bre ,soed sad a 
\ f 
| su2.30 Yeti Let bev b2b tum beveeedo Bad goy Joris oe 
* 
7 


2ea% 462. Zor) Aad. Yo nec s afw-akdd sede patios. — 


Tied ooieoan 

, titias «ian ak 
af “vt Gen Lat Shy Tt i” . 

. ad fdninorad= teanttedw or es bain = nl aa 


Cersaed asad? ai penal av ite 


) 
2 


saianiep atime sabe se 
7 7 = 


OUI ee ll eee eee a iS NSS 


cc3 2 


24 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


dr.ex. (Lamek) 


her, I don't remember. 

QO. All right. Now, as we know, 
deaths continued during the month of August. 
Velasquez we know you were on duty for, Monteith 
you were not, and I need my glasses to see that far 
chart. Velasquez seems to be the only August 
death for which you were suprvising the ward. 

A. RIGHEL 

ON Were you aware however that 
there were further deaths on 4A and B during the 


month of August? 


A. I don't remember. 

Or» ou don't recall that? 

A. No. 

ol Were you aware that albeit 


in reduced numbers through the fall of the year and 
into the early winter deaths continued to occur on 
4A and 4B? 

AX Yes. 

0% And did you continue to 
believe that or did you continue to be aware that 
those deaths apparently were occurring in the 
presence of the same nursing team? 

A. I think that was a question 


I asked. 
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1 
| CCc4 2 oO. Of whom did you ask the 
| 3 question? 
| 4 A. Probably Lynn. 
5 | Se And what were you told? 
| | A. I think some were and some 
| ; weren't. 
7 
Ds _ All right. Were you aware 
8 that many of the deaths occurred again in the middle 
| 9| of the night, although ina rather later time band, 
more like four o'clock area of the night? 
A. That was -- when are you 
referring to? 
Qs I am now looking at the fall 


and the early winter, September, October, November 
and into December. 

As Yes. 

Q. AL1l right. WDidityou *continue 
to believe that to the extent deaths were eceurring 


within a narrow time band in the night that it was 


coincidence? 

A. It was past coincidence. 

On At what point did it become 
in your mind past coincidence? 


Ae When it seemed to start to 


have another run of arrests. 
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dr.ex. (Lamek) 


OF Now, we know that January 
was a month in which there were several arrests. 

A. Yes. 

ee Is that the time when you 
began to doubt whether this could be merely co- 
incidence? 

A. Yes, it was in January. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I'm sorry? 

THE WITNESS: December, January. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Tedon. tytn ak 
that's right. It is December. 

THE COMMISSIONER: December, January. 

MR. LAMEK: I'm sorry, December there 
were five arrests, that's right. 

THE COMMISSIONER:. Estrella is the 
only death in January. 

MR. LAMEK: Yes. December was the 
month I believe when there were five deaths. 

A. Yes, December. 

By It was in December then you 
began to doubt whether coincidence could explain the 
deaths that were occurring on the ward? 

A. Well, it would seem to be 
starting over again. 


Be Yes. Did you continue to 
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Coulson 
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believe that this was no more than a run of very 


bad luck for that one nursing team? 


A. I started to believe that. 

O07 You started to believe that? | 
| 

re Well, when the arrests | 


Started happening again. 


OQ” In December? 
Ar Yes. 
O- You thought the bad luck was 


back again on that team? 

Ae Yes. 

QO. Let me understand what your 
view was of it then, Miss Coulson. In December when 
there was a crop of arrests again, you believed 
once again that the nursing team - that was the 
Phyllis Trayner team? 

Ae Yes. 


On -- was having another run 


of terribly bad luck but you were no longer able to 
believe that it was merely coincidence? 
age, A. Once it had happened and it 
seemed to be getting into a nattern. 

Q. Yes. 


AS That to me didnwt seem that 


it could be coincidence. 
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Coulson 
dr.ex. (Lamek) 


Oy, Well, if it were not 
coincidence, did you cast around in your mind for 
some other possible explanation? | 

A. Yes. 

Or. Did you produce any other 
possible explanations, whether you thought them to 
be reasonable, acceptable, probable or not, what 
did you canvass as the possibilities that could 


explain this resurgence of deaths that you could no 


longer attribute to coincidence? 

A. That there was something 
wrong with the IV solutions or various aspects of 
that kind.of care. I had talked to doctors and to 
some of the people in the nursing office and rejected 
most of the ideas that I had thought of. 


Oo, Do you recall to which doctors 


you had spoken? Can we look back, say, from December 
3lst, the end of the year, just nicking that as a 
date, and I don't hold you to a conversation on any 
particular date I promise you. 

A. Okay, because I can't tell 
dates. I know I had spoken to Colin Costigan and 
I had spoken to Michael Schaffer. 

Os What did you say to them? 


A. That I was concerned about the 
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arrests and what were their theories and had been 
assured by both of them that they were being looked 
into. 

Ds Were you told what was being 
done to look into the deaths and the arrests and 
their cause? 

A. I don't remember. 

Oe ALJEricht.. pid youpraise. with | 


them the possible explanations that were occurring 


to you? I think you suggested that one possibility 
that occurred to you was there might be something 
wrong with IV solutions or something of that sort. 

A. Yes.. 

eA And what was there response 
to those suggestions? 

A. That didn't seem to be the 
reason. 

oe if take it it would be the 
most enormous bad luck if indeed there were something 
wrong with the IV solutions that they only happened 
to be picked up and used in the presence of one 


nursing team? 


A. That's right, it would have 
happened throughout the Hospital. 


ee That again would have been a 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


Coulson AESE 
dr.ex. (Lamek) 


coincidence that defied Credibility I take, it? 

A. That ls srivqne. 

Ox Credulity. You say you spoke 
to people in the nursing office as welt, again; 1 
take it trying to seek an explanation for the 
phenomenon that you were observing? 

A. That “s*right. 

Os Did you get any comfort, any 
help, any explanation there? 

Be No. 

Os Alt right. Other than 
raising, as you have told me, with Dr. Costigan and 
others and the nursing office the concerns that you 
had which surfaced again in December of the year, did 


you discuss with anyone else in the Hospital your 


concern that these deaths could no longer be explained | 


as sheer coincidence? 


Tite Lynn Johnstone. 

Cie When was that? 

A. It must have been in December. 
0. And do you recall what was 


said in that conversation? 
A. Noy *4l-don ite 
On PAL Ierigne ea BuTceyou do have. a 


recollection of raising with her your concern: -- 
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coincidence? 


As 


Coulson 4132 
dr.ex. (Lamek) 


Yes. 


-- that this was more than 


I remember raising the con- 


cern but I do not remember the conversation. 


Q. 


~~ 


Did you at any time, Miss 


Coulson, prior to late March of 1981 entertain the 


thought that somebody might be causing the deaths 


by accident or otherwise? 


A. 
mind. 
Oe 


A. 


early part of March, 


Q. 
LN 
arrests happening. 
Q. 
concern to anybody? 
oe 


Q. 


That thought did enter my 


Can you tell me when? 

I would have to say in the 
about the second week. 

Aisher cone: 


Because there were more 


Yes. Did you convery that 


I don't remember. 


You have no recollection of 


talking to anyone in the nursing office or to any 


physician about that possible explanation? 


A. 


Q. 


I don't remember. 


All right. Did you make any 
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1 
: co OF ENE 2 effort, Miss Coulson, to keep a closer eye on what 
| 5 was going on in the ward from and after December? 
, 4 | A. I would always make my 
| 5 rounds there first and pop back a couple of times 
P during the night again to just be sure that every- 
| _ thing, was, stable. 
) j OF Did you entertain any con- 
: cerns about the quality of nursing care that was 
| 9| being provided on those wards? 
10 A. I had no concerns about the 
11 quality of care. 
OQ, Lt..did,noty occur itosyounthat 


that might in some way be related to the deaths? 
A. No, I felt they were giving 


good care, 
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OF Did the possibility occur to 
you that perhaps the nurses on the one team which 
seemed to be present on so many of these occasions 
was missing or failing to observe something which 
might have alerted them to developing problems in 
time to.reverse them? Did that occur to you? 

A. Tagon. tc think. so. 

Q.. All right. 

Was it any part of your purpose in 
going to the ward first and in popping back there 
as you have told us during the course of your shift, 
was it any part of your purpose to see if you could 
detect developing problems in time to be able to 
reverse them? 

A. Yes. 

Or, Dtakesit. that. —~ weld . vou 
have told me that at no time prior to the end of 
March, the middle of March I think you said, did 
you entertain the thought that somebody by accident 
or otherwise might be causing these deaths on Wards 
4A and B? 

Did anybody raise that thought with 
YOUrsprior to the middle! of March, 1981]? 

A. You mean asked me? 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek) 


a possibility? 

A. fedon't think so, no. I don't 
remember. 

THE COMMISSIOER: I am getting a 
little confused. It seems to me you said after the 
spate of deaths in March it did occur to you that 
someone was causing the deaths. I have that note 


but I am wrong, am I? 


THE WITNESS: That some thing was 
causing -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: That some thing? 
Oh, I see. Some thing was causing... Yes, all Piguet, 

MR. LAMEK: On Miss Coulson, in 


the period prior to late March 1981 were there any 
deaths which on the basis of the information that 
you had about the children which surprised you. or whic 
you would regard as unexpected? 

A. Would you repeat that, please? 

Q. Were there any of the deaths 
that occurred which you regarded as surprising or 
unexpected when they occurred in light of what you 
knew about the child? 

A. Yes. Quite often I would have 
no idea who had arrested. 


Q% When you would hear a Code 25 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coudison.,, drm.ex. 4136 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek) 


called for Ward 4A and 4B you would have no idea for 
whom it was being called? 

A. That is right. I would have 
no idea. 

On Does that mean that on your 
tour of the ward, that on your review of the tour : 
end reports, there would be no child who struck you 
as so sick he seemed to be in imminent danger of 
arresting? 

A. That ksuer ight: 

Q. Addericght. 

Were you aware of whether staff in 
the Hospital on wards other than 4A and B had 
observed the pattern of arrests on those wards that 
you have described? 


A.. Yes. 


QO} How were you aware of that? 
A. Because different nurses would 


say was it the same team or there was an arrest 
tonight; was it the same team that was on? 

On Did you at some time prior to 
March 22nd, 1981, and that was the morning upon 


which Justin Cook died, did you at some time prior 


to March 22, 1981 learn that a high digoxin concentra- 


tion had been measured in a postmortem sample from 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 


TORONTO, ONTARIO 


Janice Estrella? 


remember that. 


oO. 


did learn of that? 


A. 


Q. 


Justin Cook I take it 


an 


Q. 


Coulson, 4137 


(Lamek) 


oh aet—>. am 


Before the 22nd? 
Yes. 
ix-don"ththink soe allncanitt 


Do you recall when you first 


No, I don't recall when I heard. 
It was after the death of 
from what you said? 


wes; 


Did you at some time BELOF co 


March 22nd learn that high digoxin concentrations 


had been measured in both antemortem and postmortem 


samples drawn from Kevin Pacsai? 


A. 
Q. 
A. 


arrested or after 


Z18te 


she 


Yes. 


When did you learn that? 


-Just after Allana Miller had 


had died. 


On the morning of Friday the 


Yes. 
Sorry, Saturday the 2lst. 
Saturday. 


Yes. Can you tell me how you 
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acquired that information? 

A. Susan Nelles had - was telling 
Lynn Johnstone and I and I think Phyllis Turner - 
Phyllis Trayner was there - and she was annoyed that 
Liz Radojewski had called her at home in Belleville 
to tell her that Pacsai had had a high digoxin level 
and that she had been the last person to sign for 
the digoxin dose, and that there was a potential 
inquest. 

GC. Was that the extent of what 
Miss Nelles said on that occasion? 

A. That is what I remember. 

ee All right. What was your 
reaction to the news that Pacsai had had a high 
digoxin level? 

A. I was concerned. 

OF You have told us, and I think 
you confirmed to the Commissioner a few minutes ago 
that from about the middle of March you were concerned 
that some thing was causing the deaths of these 
children. 

Against that background did you attach 
any particular significance to a high digoxin level 
in Kevin Pacsai? 


A. Not: at. that time. 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek) 
©. iiedia not ocoecur to you at that 


time that high digoxin levels might be the some thing 
that was involved in these deaths? 

A. indonje think I thought.ofrit 
at that time. 

OF Ald right. Did you learn what 
the concentrations were in Pacsai's samples at that 
time? 

a Not at that time, no. 

9. Did you make any enquiry? 


MR. PERCIVAL: Mr. Commissioner, 


there is some consideration back here. We had heard 
the same way you had heard, someone, and I am not 
sure whether it was a mistake on the part of the 
witness but I am satisfied at least from the consensus 
back here that she indicated someone; in the first 
two weeks of March, and we took it down the same 
way you did, sir. 

Perhaps we can get that clarified. 

MR. LAMEK: Q. Maybe we can go 
back. I think the question that I had asked you, 
Miss Coulson, was whether it had occurred to you 
prior to the end of March or. the. latter. parti of 
March of 1981 that someone, and I think that was the 


word I used -- 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO ( Lamek ) 
A. ves. 
O% -- someone whether accidentally 


or in any other way was perhaps causing the deaths 
of these children on Wards 4A and B. I confess I 


thought you had said yes-to that question as from 


about the middle of March. 


Maybe I should ask the question all 
Over again and we can answer it all over again. 

A. Yes. 

Ole Had that thought occurred to 
you that someone, in some way or another, might be 
causing those deaths, occurred to you at any time 
before the latter part of March? 

A ¢ I would have to say that some 
thing was happening. I couldn't say that some one. 

oO. Okay... It occurred to. you 
that some thing was happening down there; you didn't 


know what? 


A. That. di so ones. 
oc You couldn't identify what? 
A. that is right. IF couldn't 


put my finger on it. 
Q... And that thought came to you 
about the middle of March after the number of arrests 


at the beginning of March? 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek ) 
A. Yes. 
Oe When you say some thing, can 


you give me any suggestion of a thing that can take 


effect without some human assistance? 


A. No. 

(a pas I want to be clear but I de want 
to be faar. 

jaar Yes. 

OO. Do I put it fairly, Miss Coulson, 


Lf I say that-as far as you cared or dared to carry 
your thinking at that time, it was some thing? 

A. Yes. 

O- But if really pressed you would 
have to say that means probably some one. 

A. It looks that way, yes. 

Or. But when you learned of the 
Pacsai elevated digoxin concentrations following the 
death of Allana Miller on the morning of March 2lst, 
it did not occur to you that that might be the some 
thing and perhaps the some one that may have caused 
other deaths? 

A. The fact may have crossed my 
Mind, but I don't remember. ~-~ 

oe Okay. 


A. == Spending time with it. 
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(Lamek) 


Or I think I asked you whether 
you learned of the particular concentrations that 
had been recorded at that time? 

A. Not at that time. 

Dr. You, Said? noyeand I ask you if 


you made any enquiry? 


A. Yes, but nobody knew what it 
was. 

OC. Of whom did you enquire? 

A. The nurses that were Itelllang - 
telling me. 

Ow You didn't address any enquiry 


to anyone in the nursing office or to any physician? 
A. phactistnight . 
Os Did you discuss your concerns 
over that basic information about the Pacsai levels, 
about the Pacsai concentration with anybody, 


Mrs. Johnstone, for example? 


A. At that time? 

Oo: At that time. 

A. No. or 

OQ Or with anybody else? 

A. No. 

om Let's go then to the night of 


March 21-22; thernightithat Justin «Cook died. You 
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CouLson, Gir.ex. 4143 
ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTO. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek) 


were on duty? 

A. Yes. 

Oy And you came on duty at 11:00, 
11:15 in the normal way? 

A. Thatdistright; 

Q. Were you present at report for 
Mrs. Ross that night? 

A. She called Mrs. Johnstone into 
the other room. 

Os All right. And they had a 
private conversation? 

A. They had a private conversation. 

oO. Did you ever learn what was said 


in the course of that conversation? 


A. Yes. 
O. When? 
A. Later on before we made rounds, 


Mrs. Johnstone told me what Mrs. Ross had said and 
showed me a memo. 

©. Altizight.esNotkso much for 
the truth of it but for the purpose of establishing 
what information you had at that time, what did 
Mrs. Johnstone tell you? 

A. She told me that - well, we 


knew that the digoxin had been locked up. 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO 
(Lamek) 
OR Yes. 
A. And that the memo had said that 


there were - there had been a meeting with Dr. Carver 


and I can't remember who else. 


Oe Would it assist you to see 
the memorandum? 

A. Yes, it would. 

Oh Let me. see it, fT can find, it 
fOr VOU. 

MS. THOMSON: BLES 

MR. LAMEK: I. wonder if we could 


have that, Mr. Registrar, please? Exhibit 357. 


Or Our No. 357 is two memoranda. 
First a memorandum from Mrs. Ross to Miss Geiger 
reporting on the direction as to digitalis prepara- 
tions, 

Is that the memorandum to which you 
refer or is it the first one in the exhibit which is 
a memorandum from Lynn Johnstone to Mary Sword? 4 
I saw- 


AS I did not see this one. 


the second. 


0, You didn't see the first one? 
A. No. 
QO. So the memorandum you are 


referring to is the one that records the order about 
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the locking up of digoxin? 

A. Thac. TI r(onct. 

On Whatever information was 
given to you by Mrs. Johnstone that she had derived, 
she said, from Mrs. Ross. 

A. That there had been a problem 
with the digoxin, that the pharmacy was going to 
reissue it the next morning and that Dr. Mounstephen 
and Costigan had gone around and taken all the 
ampules of digoxin from the cart. 

6% All ritgnt? 

A. And from the medication cup- 
boards, and it seemed hush hush. 

ole Did she tell you in pareieular 
that night that several babies that have arrested 


have apparently had high digoxin levels? 


A. I don't remember. 

Q. You’ don*t*recall? 

A. No. 

O% Do you recall getting that 


information from Mrs. Johnstone at any time? 

A. No, I don't remember. 

O% You were told about the locking 
up of the digoxin and the taking of the inventory 


by Costigan and Mounstephen and so on? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson , dr.ex. eB SS) 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek ) 
1 
y 
A. Yes. 
3 Or. What was your reaction to that 
4 infommation? 
5 A. Something is going on. 
6 OF ‘Okay. Did you take your thinking 
: any further than that? 
A. Well, I knew Pacsai had a 
high dig. level. 
9 | 
QO. Yes. 
10 A. And their locking up the dig., 
11 and maybe that could be an explanation for what has 
12 been happening. 
13 Os Is it fair to say then that 
14 although you had not considered digoxin and high 
*e levels as an explanation merely upon learning of the 
Pacsai elevated concentration, when that was put 
rf together with the news that digoxin had been locked 
iy up it diid then occur to you that digoxin might be 
18 the thread that ran through these deaths? 
19 A. Yes. 
20 Q. ALierigne. 
”24 Now that nee ane occurred to you as 
99 the some thing, did that not bring you face to face 
with the some one possibility because digoxin doesn't 
= find its way on its own into babies; is that fair? 
24 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO 
(Lamek) 
Be Thats tair. 
Oe Okay. Did that occur to you 


that evening when you came on duty and received that 
news? 

A. ioe I was more concerned 
with the actual digoxin or maybe’ the actual digoxin 
concentration or the fact that maybe there had been 
an overdose, an accidental overdose -- 

Ol Yes. 


A. Or ariug error. 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek ) 
Q. Did it occur to you perhaps 


that there had been a series of accidental drug over- 
doses or drug errors that might account for a number 


of the deaths that you had seen? 
A. Did I -- ? 


Q. Did that possibility occur to 
you that night? 


A. Lethink so, ves’. 


0. Did you discuss the matter with 


Mrs. Johnstone that night? 


A. We talked about it but not for 
any great length, we had to go on our rounds. | 
Q. Did you share with Mrs. Johnstone | 
the concern that you now had that digoxin might indeed 


be involved in the deaths that you had been seeing 


on that ward? 


A. i don't sremember. 


0. Do you recall whether she 


expressed such a thought to you? 


A. I don't remember. 

0. Now, when you did your rounds in 
your area of the Hospital that night did you find any 
ward where the digoxin was not locked up by the time 


you got there? 


A. The digoxin was locked up on all 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson, dr.ex. 4149 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek ) 


the medical floors. 


Q. Locked up in all of them by the 


time you arrived? 


A. Yes. 

Q. You were not supervising 4A/B 
that night? 

A. No. 

0. Did you go up to 4A/B at all 


during that shift? 


A. Yes. 
0. How did that come about? 
A. Mrs. Johnstone called me about 


4 o'clock in the morning, I was on Psychiatry. 


0. What floor is that? 

A. 5E. 

Q. SE paragnts 

A. I received a call from 


Mrs. Johnstone asking me to come down to 4A. I asked 
her if it was that sick baby that - had anybody 
arrested, and she said no. I said, is it that sick 


baby, and she said yes, I need you down here. 


Q. By that sick baby, whom did you 
mean? 

A. dustin Cook; 

Q. Had you and Mrs. Johnstone 
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discussed earlier in the evening the children on 4A? 
A. Yes, we had. 
Q. And therefore when you said is 
it that sick baby she knew who you meant? 
A. Yes. 
Q. That you say was about 4 o'clock 


in the morning? 


A. Yes. 

Q. Did you then go to Ward 4A? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What did you find when you got 
there? 

A. Mrs. Johnstone was at the desk 


and had just put a call in for - she had put an urgent | 
call in for the anaesthetist, and together we went 
into 418 and the crash cart was in there, it had not 
been opened or disturbed at all. Dr. Jedeikin was 
there and Susan Nelles and Phyllis Trayner were there, 


and the baby was in a stork bed. 


0. I am sorry, ina -=- 

A. A stork bed, a small bed. 

0. That is a small crib? 

A. yes. 

Q. Do you recall whether there was 


anyone else in the room, and in particular did anyone 


| 

| Chk Bint OY opuiadd How Sid: . F 
| a a 

 siceikiciecamaan 


> 


oie 

debi veds. 43 naw arindsedoy) ates 
ther he sg Bad arts — ape at Vises dq auto bed brs 
| dmeur a. torkiegod" in seaablasenns: ea win: ils. . 
38d ben 3: sents ni aw. Jysh fesms5 oid bas Gib dai 
any i tiapet. sat tis do vbedtusese se Senego need 


s7add oro re eletyda inte) a4L1e" feace ons sisd7 
Bed @tpse 5 AP ae Yded ors ‘bas 


pe a a EL EE EI = 


} mn, ant seg inet a 
| bet iene & ,bobaeode ma A 
. ‘@divo Liane 2 ot Sad¥ yg 
| .2ar A 
| asw oxato wantedw Cisgos voy od Gg 


| endva® 626 seivobizeg ai Bas (mou ofa at sefe saoyne 


24 


25 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


Goulson, ar sex. 
(Lamek ) 4151 


else appear to be caring for any of the other 


children in the room? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


I don't remember. 
And what then happened? 


The anaesthetist came and he 


asked me for the endotracheal tube, I gave him the 


endotracheal tube, and the child arrested when he 


intubated the baby and a 25 call then was put in , and 


the CPR at that point had commenced. 


0. 


A. 


0. 


A. 
Q. 
took its course? 
A. 


0. 


And who was doing the CPR? 


Susan was doing the - Susan was. 


Susan Nelles? 

Yes. 

And did the arrest team arrive? 
Yes. 


And the resuscitation effort 


Yes. 


Do you recall anything unusual, 


or anything that now causes you’any question or 


concern about the cause of that resuscitation? 


A. 


I had left and come back. I 


had to go and do some other things, and I came back 


and arrangements had been made for the child to go 
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0. Was that before the arrest? 
A. Before the arrest, yes. Phyllis 


Trayner kept saying let's get the baby down to ICU. 


Q. When was she saying that? 

A. During the arrest. 

Q. During the resuscitation effort? 
A. Yes. 

0. Ts"1it* usual to’ move a’childa to 


the ICU during a resuscitation effort? 
A. Not usually, sometimes on other 
floors we have bagged a baby or a child to take them 


down, but not at this point. 


Q. Did that strike you as unusual 
in any way? 

A. Well, it did seem unusual, yes. 

0. That the suggestion would be 


Made to move the child at that time? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was there anything else that 
Struck you as unusual, or that you now question? 

A. NO; 2. Gon t Cnink=so, mo. 

0. Now Mrs. Johnstone has told us 
that she left the resuscitation effort before the 
child was pronounced dead. 


A. Yes. 
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Coulson, dr.ex. 


4153 
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She had staffing requirements to 


Did you stay until the 


When I returned to the floor I 


And did you subsequently advise 


Yes, I telephoned her. 


Were you aware Miss Coulson that 


blood was drawn from Justin Cook after he had been 


1 
| 2 A 
| 3 do? 
4 A. Yes. 
, Q 
| P resuscitation effort was over? 
, 
th 7 
| 
0. 
| 9 her that the child had died? 
: 10 A. 
11 0. 
| 12 
pronounced dead. 
13 
f 0. No. 
14 
0. 


0. 


A. 
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which was at 4:56 in the morning, did you at any time 


during the balance of the shift have any conversation 


bathing Justin Cook, 


17 or discussion with any member of the Trayner team? 
1 18 A 
room at the time and we had a conversation. 


After he had been pronounced dead, 


VOo uum rect. 
How did that come about? 


Y had leftte 4A-to go-down to 


pick up another tray for the arrest cart, and I came 


back up and I went into 418 and Susan Nelles was 


and Mrs. Christie was in the 


Do you 
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want me to tell you what it was? 

0. Yes, please. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I am not sure who 
it is you had the conversation with? 

THE WITNESS: Susan Nelles, and 
Mrs. Christie was in the background. 

MR. LAMEK: Q Did she participate in 
the conversation? 

A. Other than handing us something 
for the baby to put on that was nicer than the one 
we were going to put on. Susan was - she told me 
that the baby had come from a small town outside of 
Owen Sound and seemed frustrated that the child - it 
had taken so long to get the child down to Sick 
Cynara iene The baby had had a heart murmur that 


had been picked up - it had not been picked up in 


Owen Sound until he was over two months of age and 


she was quite concerned about that and said this 
always happened. 

Q. Did she appear to be angry 
about that, frustrated that the child had not been 
sent to the Hospital at an earlier stage? 

A. She seemed frustrated. 

Q. Do you recall anything else in 


the course of the conversation? 


i diene er — RR RR * _ ~ : a CAT cal = 


sana ean ned Sante ees 
dno sd) ont ventin, anit Ses ao atop. eee tte at 
oh blot ste > eBu Gave .9o Sith os Balloe suey on 
Lo vbinsuo: awed tic @ Sot? ented sgded gio apse 
jt - betes ane sade Bopensee) eateey Bag Gouse end 
foie oF nwt® Hkine wid top of pret of amged bad 
jade curwis 2cdgd & Bel bad yded att .a'neebl ide 
AL qh jectoiy aged dom bed at - ge beteag mesa Ape 
Boa wpe 26 aut sion laa weve. 46uen Lita Powe aout 
sale laelitel woth HeymenN[g stivp daw and 
-bortaggad evewi« 

Sista age he daobanoaeual 9 
need Jon Bil HCAs 944. seid -heteadennd, sett) Iaode 
feyede teikxes me ts istiqaol ott os titoe 

-betersausd aemess oe & 

Hi eis ehdctiyts Lieoet voy oo 4g 
cyohJeerevrvs ade Yo sewias. vile 


— aS. _ x ss 
~ 


10 


ba eal 
— 
W 


20 
- 4 
i 22 
23 
"4 


———i 
~) 
on 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. CouLlagon, “dr sex. 4155 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek ) 


A. She asked me where I had been 
that night and I told her I had been on the fifth 
floor. 

Q. What do you mean "where you had 
been that night", she was asking you to give a whole 
story of the evening, was she? 

A. No. It was just a matter of 
where was I this time when there had been an arrest, 
I could be anywhere from the 9th floor, the 8th floor, 
wherever. and I would come to answer the Code. 

Q. You had been on duty the night 
before the Miller arrest, had you not? 

A. PiAtce Ser igut. 

Q. Where had you been when that 
arrest was called? 

A. On tne ninth floor. 

0. And Miss Nelles asked you where 


you were on this occasion when the arrest was called? 


A. sich gts hob na bg a 8 pa ly oly 

Q. And you had been on the fifth 
FLlOOL tL etaker eer we a 

A. iMate Ss Llorit. 

Q. Indeed you had been called 


before the arrest occurred? 


A. Yes, sana. 1 hads tolatner chart. 
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(Lamek ) 
0. Anything else in the course of 
that conversation? 
A. I said to her, I will make the 


bed; she had finished bathing the baby and was holding 
Justin and she said, "Here, you hold him", and I 
Saatd;uiNo, youghold him and I will make the bed", 
and we laughed because it was a Bigger bed and I was 
taller than Susan. 

Q You were not putting him back 
into the stork bed? 

A. No, we had a large crib at 
this point and the parents were coming in. That is 


when Mrs. Christie gave us a comforter and a nicer 


gown for him. Then I left the room to go out to see 


how Phyllis and Bertha were doing, they were out at 
the desk. 
Q. Just before we get to Nurse 


Trayner and Nurse Bell; how did Miss Nelles appear to 


about the death, what? 
A. Concerned. 
Q. Did she appear distressed at all? 


A. She had been frustrated as I 


saidt 


you, did she appear to be concerned, upset, distressed 
0. Yes. 
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somebody else may not think so. I have been having 


terrible trouble with the elevators here because I 


bane 
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think this building works on the half hour. I was 


TORONTO, ONTARIO ( Lamek ) 
| FE 10 
1 
| 2 A. She was not crying, but she was 
3 concerned. 
4 Q. Did she mention to you in the 
| 5 course of your conversation with her that blood had 
| 2 been drawn from Justin Cook after he had been 
pronounced dead? 
7 
A. No. 
8 
0. Maybe we can follow you out to 
| 9 your conversation with Nurses Trayner and Bell after 
10 the break, Mr. Commissioner? 
11 THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. All right. I 
| 12 was going to mention a matter of great importance, 


wondering if we might change our whole lives by 


breaking at quarter to one and coming back at quarter 


I know this is a momentous decision you,have to make, 
so I will ask you, if nobody has an objection to that 
we will put it into effect tomorrow, if anybody has 
any objection we will put it to a vote. 

MR. TOBIAS: Perhaps we should have 
written argument, Mr. Commissioner? 


past two and we will adjust the breaks accordingly. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Maybe we should. 
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) 
BE 11 
1 
| 
2 MR. LAMEK: A stated case perhaps. 
| 3 THE COMMISSIONER: I don't know if 
4 anybody else has had the same trouble I have had with 
| 5 the elevators. I know at quarter to one when we did 
| é Lt I think) 1t was” Thursday the Eieteeor came right 
away and whisked me right down. So think about it 
: and we will decide in 20 minutes. 
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--- Short recess. 
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1 
| 20feb84 2 --- on resuming. 
FF 
| BMcrc 3 THE COMMISSIONER: First of all, has 
4 anyone any objection to the proposed change of 
5 hours? 
MR. PERCIVAL: I think we have all 
| ‘ agreed to waive our rights to appeal. 
: THE COMMISSIONER: Good, and I will 
8 not state a case. However, it won't make any 
9 difference in the morning, starting in the morning, 
| 10 except that we will have our break at or close to 
11 11:15 and we will rise at a quarter to one and come 


back at a quarter past two, have a break then at 


—) 
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bo 


3:15 and carry On to thekend. ofotheaday jasthefore, 


Lf ty doesn'taowork,; itddoesn' tuwork. 
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If the elevators -- try not to tell anybody else in 
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this building because they will no doubt change the 
16 hours of lunch for all the employees. 
17 } All right now, Mr. Lamek. 


MR. LAMEK: Thank you, sir. 
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19 OF Miss Coulson, you have just 
told us of the conversation that you had with Miss 
1 - Nelles in Room 418 when she was bathing Cook after 
ct his death. Then you said you went out to the nursing 
i Ze station. 
23 Az Yes. 


——=ap | eet 
to 
mn 


ite cals om 
Py ors 7 f : 
| = wl ers. Die 
= ae te: % gee — 


pelea caper) | 


| “a Bos ie ite: px 

74 | 

Bt - ae play me 

| si ae orden pean abo Beet 300 

| qtitekimcam ome eb; eatoade ibd <i eorterett th 

e+ SAAIO MO ae fdas, i le sp“ la 

sik ‘bowen of, vesteat a se seer Diop aw obae E0222 

. ee ee ee ee 


| Lettie ane eal tit > bees so 0. Spe is, Ac ~ 

| tow J ragom 21 gteow Sinaen oF ta, 
wt ashe yoda tear o2+ som ise anon tetn enz 21 
saa Sesto: s4uah ot 1 Ciycystit pauened pushized etsy 
seoeyolnee ett tk wie -Aciege! Bo: Sxxraz! 

A6pns «ah ywein ‘wee ish 

ee ee ae 

Sent, aad bey *nowkyed epee i 
gekm sto ke bed voy sede not snaNavaDS edd 39 su Bios 
Berd sic prided uw ade nade ele m6 ak, eo Lint 
pilesuc G47 of s00 Sakh HOY, Bie doy asnt ideas Bis 


ee a a » aa = 
; ° 


ea 


nor tede 
a oft 


FF2 2 


— — — — 
nN wr GW bo 


—S 
— 
\O 


24 


25 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTO. 4160 


Coulson 
dr.ex. [(Lamek) 


TORONTO, ONTARIO 


Q. Can you tell me whom you 
encountered there and what was said? 

A. I went to the back of the 
nurses' station and Phyllis Trayner and Bertha Bell 
were sitting there having a coffee and I asked them 
if there was anything that they needed or wanted, 
were they okay, and they were fine. I went back 
in to say goodbye to Susan and that's when she told 
me that Dr. Jedeikin had come up to her and said 
I just want you to know the baby had excellent care, 
and I said to her that's very nice to hear and she 
said yes. 

Q. Okay. You have just told us 
the extent of the conversation you had with Nurses 
Trayner and Bell at the back of the nursing station -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Just a minute, I 
must have missed something. This was on the morning 
of the 22nd, i2saAthat 12 

THE WITNESS: The Sunday morning. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

MR. LAMEK: Some time between five 
o'clock when the baby was pronounced dead and seven 
o'clock when the shift ended. 


0 But I would take it closer 


to five than to seven? 
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A. Oh jets was just after five, 
yes. 

O. Yes seeSO77h.take it what Miss 
Nelles is doing is preparing the baby's body to take 
down to see the parents and go to the morgue? 


A. Yes, the parents were coming 


Lene 

Ox Yes. And what was your 
impression, please, of Nurses Trayner and Bell? _Did 
they appear to be upset, stressed and concerned about 
this death? 

A. They were upset. They had had 


a cigarette and coffee and were -- 


Q. Relatively calm? 
A. Relatively calm, yes. 
Qn All right. Now you went off 


duty that morning, seven, seven-thirty? 

A. About seven-thirty, a quarter 
toseights 

0% And the balance of the shift, 
did anything else occur that in any way related to 
the Cook death and the incidents of that night? 

A. Not that I remember. 

Q. Did you have any conversation 


with Mrs. Johnstone following the Cook death in the 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 4162 
TORONTO, ONTARIO Coulson 


dr.ex. (Lamek) 


course of the balance of that shift? 

A. No. I had another emergency 
to deal with and I didn't see Lynn. 

Q. Now, were you on duty Sunday 
hight ,>thernight off thee22ndt tosthe 23rd? 

A. LES se Was. 

Ore Were you also on duty on the 
Monday night, the 23rd/24th? 

A. Yes, Twas. 

On Were you supervising Wards 4A 


and B on those two nights? 


A. No. 
One | Who was? 
A. To the best of my recol- 


lection Miss Sword was responsible for the general 
supervision of the floor. 

Ore When you came on duty on 
Sunday night, I take it you became ‘aware that the 
Trayner team was not working that night, although 


it had been scheduled to do so? 


A. That's right. 

QO. Did you ask why or were you 
told why? 

A. The reason was given that 


they had been under a lot of stress. 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO Coulson 4163 
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D. Is that an explanation that 
satisfied you? 

A. No. 

OL Did you have your own thoughts 


as to the reason for them not being there? 

A. Not that I really -- not that 
I remember. 

Q. Well, why were you dis- 
satisfied with the explanation that was given to you? 

A. Well, the stress, there was 
stress on the other team as well. To me, if I had 
been told not to come in to work that would have 
caused more stress for me. 

Q. Atl detqht: sebidwvousimevour 
own mind link the absence of the Trayner team that 
night with the thoughts that you had had on the 
Saturday night about the possible digoxin involvement 


in the deaths? 


A. To the Trayner team? 

Q. Yes. 

A. No. 

Oj. You did not? 

A. No. 

Q. You were aware that super- 


visors were on the wards? 
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4164 
Coulson 
dr.ex. (Lamek) 


TORONTO. ONTARIO 


A. Yes. There were relief 
nurses there. 

Q. And that they were overseeing 
drug administrations? ° 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you ask why that was or 
were you told why that was happening? > 

A. We were told that it was to 
double-check to make sure that everything was given 
accordingly. 

| OR Did that cause you any 

concern as to whether things might not have been 
given properly and accordingly on previous occasions? 

A. It did raise some concern, 
yes. 

Q. Did you express those con- 


cerns to anybody on the Sunday night? 


Ac No. 
Oi Or on that shift ae started | 
on the Sunday night? 

A. No. 

Qo Did you become aware on the 
Sunday night that police officers had been in the 
Hospital? | 


A. Not on Sunday night. 
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@) 


night? 


A. 


Coulson 4165 
dr.ex. (Lamek) 


Did you learn that on Monday 


I knew either early Monday 


morning around eight o'clock or seven-thirty, it 


was either Monday morning or Tuesday morning, I can't 


be certain. 


Q. 


Either Monday morning when 


you went off shift but not Tuesday night when you 


came on shift? 


A. 


I knew either Monday morning 


when I went off or Tuesdav morning when I went off. 


O. 
when you came on? 
A. 


Q. 


Okay, but not Monday night 


NO. 


All right. -You are sure that 


that is not when you learned of it? 


A. 


morning. 


Q. 


No, I learned about it in the 


Plitright: And did you 


understand that the police officers were in the 


Hospital investigating deaths? 


A. 


called in, yes. 


I heard Homicide had been 


From whom did you learn that? 


From Muriel Richardson. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
dr.ex. (Lamek) 


———— 


1 
FF8 2 Q. Who was Muriel Richardson? 
3 A. She was one of the coordinators 
4 Oe The Area Coordinators? 
5 A. Yes. 
6 OF All right. Did that informa- 
tion cause you concern? 
7 
A. Yes. 
: On Did that give rise to any 
9 suspicion that indeed digoxin may have been involved 
10 in the deaths, together with all the other informa- 
11 tion that you acquired over the past 48 hours? 
12 A. Yes. 
3 QO. And did you at that time begin 
to entertain the thought that perhaps some one might 
‘s now be involved in the administration of digoxin 
te causing death? 
16 A. Yes. 
Yi Os Es@that the first time that 
18 that thought had .occurredatotyou? 
19 A. It occurred to me on Tuesday 
a night. « 
om By that time you knew of the 
o high Pacsai level, you learned that on the Friday 
ae morning -- I'm sorry, the Saturday morning? 
23 A. The Saturday morning. 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 


TORONTO, ONTARIO Coulson 
dr.ex. (Lamek) 
Q. You knew of the locking-up 


of digoxin, you knew that on Saturday evening. You 
knew that the Trayner team had not come on for 
scheduled shift on Sunday, you knew that supervisors 
were on the wards overseeing the administration 
of drugs and you knew that Homicide officers were 
in the Hospital and at that point you began to 
entertain the thought that perhaps somebody had 
been administering digoxin to these infants. 

A. Yes. 

QO. When you entertained that 
thought, did you focus solely upon the most recent 
of the deaths, Cook, or did you extend your thoughts 


backward over the period of time back even to the 


summer? 
A. I looked at it collectively. 
Qe Over the whole period? 
A. Yes. 
ig DidesproceurhtofyouratFthat 


time that that was a possible explanation for the 


whole sequence of increased mortality rate? 


A. Yes. 

Q. Back from July? 

A. Yes. 

QO. Now, prior to Tuesday evening 
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4168 
Coulson 


dr.ex. (Lamek) 


TORONTO, ONTARIO 


when you came on duty did you discuss any of these 
matters or any concerns that you had with anybody 
at or from the Hospital? 

Me No. 

QO. And we know on Tuesday 
evening when you came on duty that Mrs. Johnstone 
was returning from two days off. 

A. Yes. 

cy Did you discuss the situation 
that had by now developed and the concerns that you 
had by now developed with her? 

A. Yes. 

Q. When and where did that 
conversation take place? 

A. It took place on the Tuesday, 
Tuesday night, it would be a quarter to one, around 
that time, and it was in the hall outside of 
Nursing Education. 

One are ts that on tne fourth Lrloor? 

A. The fourth floor just before 
you go through the doors to 4C/D. 

Q. Yes. 

A. And Mrs. Johnstone and I were 
standing there talking and I said to her that 


Homicide had been called in and I said does this mean 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson 4169 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
dr.ex. (Lamek) 


1 
FFl1l 2 murder and we were both shaking and I said that looks 
3 as if it points to one of two people. 
4 Q. Do you recall what Mrs. 
5 Johnstone said? 
A. She said one person and I 
said another. 
) f On All right. What was your 
| 8 basis -- did you have any basis for naming the person 
| 9 that you did identify? 
| 10 A. The other person had not been 
| 11 there for a couple of deaths that I knew about. 
| 12 ©. All right. Well, let me ask 
+" you the blunt question and you might take your time 
about answering this one because someone may have 
aS something to say about it. Can you tell me please 
15 who were the people that you and Mrs. Johnstone 
16 respectively identified as the person that each of 
1% you thought might be involved in those deaths? 


MS. FORSTER: Mr. Commissioner. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, sorry, yes. 

MS. FORSTER: I think we are back to 
the same old issue. This witness hasn't really 
established any basis for saying that she suspected 
anyone other than presence or absence. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I Know, and 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson 
TORONTO, ONTARIO dr.ex. (Lamek) 
1 
FF12 2 I understand that, but this is where I get trapped 
3 every time because, well, for the first issue it 
4 is no help at all; on the second issue, naming 
5 the police which we are now doing, if as certainly 
P it would appear that there were suspicions of more 
than one person then the police will take the 
4 position that they should have been told, at least 
: I assume that is the position they will take, and 
| 9 that's why the last time we went eeeeran this I had 
10 to reverse myself. 
11 MS. FORSTER: Sir, I understand the 
12 concern and the relevance to Phase II, but as I 
1B indicated last time, I think that probably can be 
: gotten around if the witness states whether or not 
| 4 she ever told or relayed the conversation to the 
be police, and either she did or she didn't. 
| 16 My concern is, if we have evidence 
17 on what everybody has said as to who they suspected 
| 18 or who they didn't, the prejudicial effect is 
| 19 incredible, whereas, in Phase II aren't we really 
| 20 concerned with what they knew or what they didn't 
know and whether a person conveyed it to the 
21 
police? 
a With respect, I don't see how the 
23 relevance of who they actually suspected and the basi 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. a 
TORONTO, ONTARIO Coulson i tie ge 
dr.ex. (Lamek) 


for it really even assists in Phase II, it is more 
whether or not a basis has been made. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, there seems 
to have been a basis for it, she did indicate that 
her opinion was based upon the presence of the one 
person at I guess some of these deaths. 

Please don't tell me, don't mention 
any names, but did you not say your opinion was 
based upon the fact that the person for whom you 
did not suspect had not been present, isn't that what 
I understood you to say? 

THE WITNESS: The person that I 
suspected was one and Lynn Johnstone suspected 
another and my counterreaction was, she wasn't 
there for, and 2 said a chiid’s name. 

THE COMMISSIONER: There is a basis 
for it, there is a basis’ for it. i dont Know, 

Mr. Lamek, I don't know whether you would be satis- 
fied if you merely mentioned -- well, I take it, 
Mr. Percival, you have some views on it. 

MR. PERCIVAL: Mr. Commissioner, 
contrary to my position last week, I think with this 
particular witness on the basis of the examination in 
chief heretofore the precise basis for her comments 


has now been laid and I think with Mrs. Johnstone 


cia ' . 


a) 7 


te at 


saver 
| amet ve vfoow 
| 6% seacibed hib ate pe 
Spy ade 36 ebasedug ig “a L | 

ahi, denen tae alia re 
aobigean Ii neh. om lisa 3" not stag l4 | 


| (ay olalgo woe) yee ROM iey OLY Tiel emma yrs Me 
| ' go anidwa03- qew sy @fs Jedd sosianst aoge Gasad x 
| tavw wedleos "ined cheat esd gon) Bed a 20 BEb 
| Wee of nog begdesshay I er 
t goe@@ nossa SAT. eceanriw at ge 
baeofdage atedaades savy See sto caw bedoaqasues 2 
S*qeee odé- 4 aby Ned soeaqsssdnqdes ya Bas sect0ns 
ied S'Sline £b2ae 7 bie . 703 sails re 
nies « 22) sxgitt’ geno tee tieos Gir iv 
| , wore a* mi ot oF 203 abab? = ei sreds (2. 208% jar 
| ‘g2%sa 8d Sivowy yoy sshsstW. vont FS 9G T°, Aertel, .2m wr 
. 2) ods? 2 , Het == Ssroifaom viesteem woy. ii Sert | 
fie aveiv sms ota wey ,.evigres «sh 
| rentigaigns) ,aM 2:AVioaet aM 
| sople clo hw Astisie 3 : aeov ce6! fos baee vn oF ytetsics. 
| mi mnizentnene aie Yo eimed ent nO esendle TEST Sey, 
ataeminn utd ict alnead seisede sty antoievatedt) Qelto f 


thotenndt: <a triw dade 1 he B64 naped-wod ‘eed 


| FF14 


fo) 


\o 


88S S——————=®0—_00——0—S“$@$0—BaOoO0aaoaOaOaoaoaoaoawowawowqowoa“qeaoaeeqoenaeeeeeeeoeoeooooeoeee=q2E SS S=S=$=S$@ma——————_——_2qx_—>mRaoaS——————aeaeeee 


Coulson "i ge 


dr.ex. 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


(Lamek) 


the difficulty was that we didn't have that sort of 
buildup, if I may say, in relation to the evidence. 
So, there is certainly adequate consideration given 
by the witness long before she has said that she 
uttered this, and I say in this particular case it 
should be given. 

THE COMMISSIONER: That's my problem, 
Miss Forster. 


Yes, Miss McIntyre? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


Coulson, dr.ex. 
(Lamek) 


MS. McINTYRE: Mr. Commissioner, 

it seems to me from listening to the evidence that 
while a basis may be established for who this witness 
Says she thought it wasn't, there has been no basis 
established for who she thought it was. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, that well 
may be, but there is some basis for it. But it is 
really not the first issue that is concerning me; 
it is the second issue. It is the second issue; 
that is the police investigation that we are now 
taking because Weak witnesses are now here for the 
first and last time. 

Yes, Mr. Hunt? What did you wish? 

MR. HUNT: Mr. Commissioner, as this 
matter comes up every time my friends focus on the 
prejudicial aspect even in the face of it being put 
to them that this relates to the second aspect, the 
police investigation. 

Susan Nelles was charged by the 
police. She was prosecuted by the Crown and you are 
going to investigate their conduct entirely. 

If somebody suspected one or both of 
those people before charges were laid, then that is 


relevant to the Crown and to the police, and to dance 


around suggesting that there are ways that we can get 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


Coulson, dr.ex. 
(Lamek) 


around this, that may be fine from my friends' point 
of view, but certainly not from mine or my friend 
Mr. Percival's point of view. 

And whether or not there is a basis 
in my submission if this witness had that conversation 
the night before charges were laid, then it is 
important from the point of view of my clients Ag 
I understand Mr. Percival's position, from the point 
of view of his, that it come out. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

MR. BROWN: Mr. Commissioner, if I 
might respond to Mr. Hunt's comments, his argument 
for relevancy on that basis troubles me because he 
assumes that a person's state of mind prior to laying 
of the charges is relevant to the conduct of the 
police. 

Now if the police had gone in, had made 
it known generally that they were conducting an 
investigation and made it known that they were 
soliciting from people their -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: No, but that's 
argument. 

MR. BROWN: Wedd aw NOw Dethink psa, 
with respect it goes beyond argument because if the 


police make no effort prior to laying the charges to 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO. ONTARIO 


COourTson, drvex. 
(Lamek) 


solicit from people their understanding of events, 
I fail to see how it is relevant that a person had 
a state of knowledge before the charges were laid. 

There was no effort to solicit that. 
How does it then become relevant to the police to 
say, oh, well, she should have told us when they made 
no effort to tell’people, "Come to us and tell mst. 

THE COMMISSIONER: tosay that is 
argument. 

You can only say that the police should 
have gone out and should have sought this: information. 
They should have asked everybody is there any reason 
why we should not, let us say, charge your client or 
whatever it is. 

Perhaps they should do that, and you 
can put that in argument, I don't know, but the 
problem here is that there was a conversation that 
took place on the Tuesday night between two super- 
visors who were familiar with the circumstances in 
which they expressed apparently views on different 
people, and the police make or try to make whatever 
they -can:.out, of that acthe sfact® cif Ht was, and in 
fact this information was not passed on to the police. 
Maybe it was passed on to the police -- 


MR. BROWN: Wells; as) Desay, sir, 1 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson, dr.ex. 4176 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek) 


have trouble with the argument of relevancy. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

MR. BROWN: Because if the police 
didn't make it known that they wanted information 
I fail to see how information at a particular date 


is relevant to their investigation.. 


THE COMMISSIONER: YesbhatAiiaright . 
MR. BROWN: Thank you. 
THE COMMISSIONER: And you asked 


the question, Mr. Lamek - everybody expressed a view 
as to whether it is proper or not. Do you want to 
say anything? 
MR. LAMEK: Mr. Commissioner, I hope 
the fact that I asked it suggests that I think it 
to be a proper question. Perhaps I can just ask 
One other by way of further foundation for this thing. 
oO; Miss Coulson, you have told us 
that some time on the Tuesday, perhaps you had heard 
on Tuesday morning which you say the police, the 
homicide officers were in - some time on the Tuesday 
with all of the information that had come to you over 
the course of the preceding 48 or 72 hours, the 
possibility had to be faced by you that there may 
have been foul play on that ward. 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson, dr.ex. 4177 
TORONTO. ONTARIO (Lamek) 
A. Yes. 
OO; And you have told us that 


Once that possibility came to you you cast your 
mind back over the whole of what we call the 
epidemic period Sone back to the summer of 1980 
to consider whether indeed foul play might be the 
explanation for the number of deaths that you had 
seen occur. Do I have that correctly? 

A. Looking at it collectively. 

On Yes. You looked back over the 
Sweep of the preceding nine months did you not? 

Ais Yes. 

Ope And. lotake at in doing that 
part of your purpose was to see if you could identify 
any common link or common thread running through the 
deaths of which you were aware. Is that what you were 
LEVIN EOL doe 

A. Yes. 

Oe And did you find a link that 
appeared to you to be a constant in those deaths? 

A. xes. 

O° And was that the person whom 
you identified as the person whom you thought might 
be involved? 


A. Yes. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Couison, dr.eéx. 4178 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek) 
Ore Whom did you think might be 


involved? Whom did you say to Mrs. Johnstone you 


thought might be involved on that basis? 


A. Can I answer it now? Phyllis 
Trayner. 

OG Did Mrs. Johnstone agree with 
v6a8 

A. No, she said Susan -Nelles. 

O% And your response to her 


suggestion was what? 

A. Susan wasn't there when 
Lombardo died. 

O ns Do I have this correctly then 
that reaching back across the nine months and 
looking at the deaths recalling them in your mind, 
in your mind you had rejected Susan Nelles as the 
common thread because on at least one occasion; the 
death of the Lombardo child, she had not been 
present? 

Av. Yes. It stood out in my mind. 

oO: All right. How on the 
evening of March 24th, how did you know or how could 
you recall that Miss Nelles had not been present 
on the occasion of Lombardo's death? 


A. On the Tuesday night? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson, dr.ex. 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek) 4179 
On Yes. How could iyou remember 
that? 
A. Because I think it was the 


night after Lombardo died I met Susan's brother who 
was a physician at the Hospital - he was a resident - 
I met him going down the stairs one night and we 
stopped and talked. And he said Susan was on 
vacation and I said, yes. I said there was an 

arrest last night and we missed her. I said she 
usually does. the CPR and she does it very well. 

And he said yes, she has talked to me about that, 

and that is how come I remembered she wasn't there. 

Ose Well, was that the extent of 
the conversation that you had with Mrs. Johnstone on 
the Tuesday evening? 

A. We both were visibly shaken and 
felt that this was very, very - it was terrible and 
we didn't want to talk about it any more. 

: Oo. Did you have further conversa- 
tion with Mrs. Johnstone during the course of that 
shift on the subject? 

A. No. 

Qis Did you ever state to anyone 
other than to Mrs. Johnstone your belief that Susan 


Nelles was not involved in these deaths for the 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Couison,. dr. ex. 4180 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek) 


reason that you have given? 

A. At that time? 

Ou. At that. time. or at any time 
until now or in preparation for giving your evidence 
here. 

A. When I gave a statement to the 
police I told them that I found it difficult to 
believe that Susan could have done it and that she 
hadn't been there for some of the deaths. 

QO. Do you recall the occasion upon 
which you said that to the police?’ 

ao. When I talked to - it was after 


Susan's arrest I had an interview with one of the 


policemen. 


Oe. Well perhaps Mr. Percivall will 
be interested in pursuing that. 

your recollectionuis clear; 
Miss Coulson, is it, that you did tell the police 
that it was your belief that Miss Nelles was not 
the person responsible for the deaths and you 
explained tO them your reason for SO believing? 

A. I told them I had trouble 
believing that Susan did it and that she hadn't 
been there for qa Jot of.'= no, not a lot, that she 


hadn't been there for some of the deaths. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson, dr.ex. 4181 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
(Lamek) 
oO. What was the response of the 


police officers when you said that? 

AS We are here to talk about Cook. 

ay | rsrythis, the occasion: of your 
first interview with the police? 

Avs Yes. 

Q. Which I think was late in 
April, was it not? Perhaps you can tell me? 

A. The 3rd of April. 

Os Barly in’ April.) Sorry. slhank 
you. 

You relayed that view to them at that 
time and the response was they were there to talk 
to: you of Gustin Cook? 

A. 7e5. 

Os All right. Did you on any 
other occasion attempt to make that view known to the 
police? The view that Susan Nelles was not in your 
view responsible because she had not been there for 
some of the deaths? 

A.. I had made a police statement 


to that - it was after the preliminary hearing. 


OF. After the preliminary hearing? 
A. Yes. 
OF At any time between that 
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Coulson, dr.ex. 4182 
(Lamek ) 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


eee interview on April 3rd and the end of the 
preliminary hearing did you repeat your belief to 
the police? 

A. I had another interview and 
I can't remember the interview itself so I don't 
know whether I said it or not. 

O's All right. 

I just want to go to a very few particular 
Matters if I may, Miss Coulson. Do I understand 
it correctly that your recollection of individual 
arrests and the particular events that occurred at 
individual arrests is not particularly good? 

As That Ls right. 

O' Can I just ask you one 
thing about the arrest of Allana Miller on the 


night preceding that on which Cook died? 


A. Yes. 

Ox You were present during the 
resuscitation effort on that child, were you not? 8 

A. Yes. 

Or. Can you tell me what you did 
there? 

A. What I did? I remember setting 


up the defibrillator and I remember filling up the 


IV; the buretrol was just about dry and I filled 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson, dr.ex. 4183 


TORONTO, ONTARIO 


= ay — \, — 


(Lamek) 
1 
2 
Chatoup. 
a 
oe Do you know what was in the 
: buretrol or in the IV for that matter? 
5 A. No, I don't remember. 
6 Oe And you fill a buretrol what, 
7 by releasing more of the fluid from the bag? 
8 A. Yes. 
§ Or Down into the buretrol? 
A. 168. 
10 
Os Just as a detour, please, 
- can you explain to me the process of flushing an 
12 IV line? We have heard that referred to and it 
13 occurs to me that you might be able to give us an 
14|| . explanation that I at least have been lacking. 
15 ||. How do you do that? 
ié A. Do you mean after when the 
IV is blocked? 
" OT All right. When would you 
re do it and how would you do it and why would you do 
19 it? 
20 A. If - when an antibiotic has 
21 been given it is given over a period of time and 
22 then what happens is a smaller - another amount of 
93 IV solution is put into the buretrol and opened to 
make sure that line is flushed with the IV solution 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


Coulson, dr.ex. 4184 
(Lamek) 


and that the antibiotic then has gone from the tube 
into the child. 

Q. Okay. What do you do? You 
put fluid into the buretrol? 

A. Into the buretrol. The 
buretrol is a long cylinder. 

Om Yes. 

A. Piece of apparatus, and you 
would put a small amount of fluid from the top: of 
the - there is a little dial at the top from the bag, 
and you put 10 c’s or something into the buretrol. 

O% LES. 

A. And then the solution flows 
through the drip chamber through the IV tubing. 

On You then open the line; you 
remove whatever it is that regulates -- 

A. No, the regulator, you don't 
flush it. You could flush it at a certain speed; 
just have it so that the line is being flushed through 
with the antibiotic. 

on Okay. When flushing do you 
let material flow through the line at a faster rate 
than it would normally? 

A. Quicker, yes. 


Oy All right. And you do it to 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


Coulson, drvex. 4185 
(Lamek) 


Clear out anything that happens to be in the IV 
line from either the medication that has been 
administered or anything of that sort? 

A. Yes. 

On With reeceee to any of the 
babies at whose arrest you were présent, did you 
ever see anything that you regarded as unusual or 
that at the time excited your interest or suspicion 


or concern? 


A. Yes. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson, dr.ex. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek ) 
Q. Can you tell us about that 


event, or those events please? 
A. I don't remember the child. I 
have looked at it and from looking at the chart and 


the time sheets I have narrowed it down to two 


children. 
0. Yes, who are they? 
A. Lombardo and Gionas. 
Q. Yes. 
A. And it was during the arrest 


the potassium results came back and they were high, 
and the doctor ordered a plain bag of IV solution to 
be hung, and at the end of the arrest the doctor 
reached up and took the IV bag and put it into his 
pocket. | 

Q. The plain IV bag that he had 
ordered hung there? 

A. No, the first bag that had been 
up eheree he reached up and took that down and put 
HEmntoehisepockets 

0. Yous» don't knowewhichechildwit 
was? Are you able to tell us, if it were Gionas 
which physician it was; if it were Lombardo which 
physician it was? 


A. I could but I can't be definite 
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| ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson, dr.ex. 5am 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek) 
| are 
; 1 
2 that it is one of those two children. I have 
| 3 narrowed it, it looks to me like it was one of those 
4 two, and then I would have to look at the charts to 
| 5 seewwhachedoct6r itdwdase 
7 4 Q. Did you make any comment or raise 
any question when you saw that occur? 
‘ ay Yes. I went over to him and 
8 asked him what he was doing. 
9 0. What did he say? 
; 10 a A. He was sending it down to the 
11 lab, he was looking for potassium. 
; 12 Q. Is that what he said to you? 
Fe A. I either asked him if he was 
| looking for a high potassium, or that is what he told 
t a me, I don't remember the exact conversation. 
15 0. What would a physician normally 
[ 16 do if he wanted to send anything to the lab, whether 
_ 17 it be the contents of an IV bag or anything else? 
i 18 A. He would send it to the lab, 
1 by send the bag to the lab for potassium. 
56 Q. I take it he would not normally 
I put the object into his pocket? 
Z1 
A. THates right. 
q 22 Q. And it was that that caused you 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Goulson, dr.ex. 4188 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek ) 
A. Yes. 


THE COMMISSIONER: I wonder if I 
could - there is quite a difference in the timing 
between Lombardo and Gionas; Gionas died on the 9th 
of March and Lombardo on the 23rd of December, that 
is three months. Isn't the fact that there is not - 
it's not three months, or nearly, .lt is two andua 
half months. Would that not assist you? 

THE WITNESS: The only thing that I 
could remember was that there was another supervisor 
on with me and that I remember the room that it was 
in, that is why I narrowed it down to those two 
children, and I can't be certain which one it was. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Do you remember the 
room it was in, that might help us, because have we 
not the rooms -- 

THE WITNESS: This other supervisor 
was the only supervisor that was on with me, we were 
the only two on -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: No, but if you 
could remember which room it was in you might be 
able to help us by determining -- 


THE WITNESS: That is why I came down 


_to those two. 


THE COMMISSIONER: . They were both. -- 
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4189 
ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson, dr.ex. 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek ) 


THE WITNESS: They were both in that 
room and they both had high potassium. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I see, you have 
already anticipated everything I was going to say then. 

MR. LAMEK: Q Indeed I take it from 
your reluctance to identify the doctor you cannot be 
absolutely certain it was indeed one or the other of 


those two? 


A. That’ ss rights 

Q. It might possibly have been 
some other child? | 

A. It could have been. 

0. Did you subsequently hear anything 
more about the lab tests run on the IV bag, that IV 
bag? 

A. I asked the doctor later on 
what the results were and he said they were okay. 


0. You asked that same doctor? 


A. Yes. 

MR. ROLAND: Mr. Commissioner, I am 
sorry to interject here. We have heard this in the 
interview that took place and we have checked both 
possible doctors with respect to those children. One 
doctor was not even there and the other doctor says 


he doesn't have any recollection and he certainly 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson, dx ..ex. 4190 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek ) 
would not have done it. So we have not been able to 


track that down. We have been trying because we 
heard this in the interview and both possible doctors 
can't, help) ussatyaal, 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. All right, 
thank you. 

MR. LAMEK: Q< Although you may not 
be able to identify the child and therefore the 
attending physician at the time of this incident, 
Miss Coulson, can you recall who it was, or whom it 
was that you asked later whether there was any report 
on the contents of the IV bag? 

A. I know he had a mustache, that's 
all I can remember. 

Q. You have to beware of people 
with mustaches. 

THE COMMISSIONER: The trouble is they 
are inclined to shave them off too, some people are 
inclined to shave them off. 

MR. LAMEK: Q< May I at least take it 
it was a male doctor? 

A. Yes. 

MR. LAMEK: Mr. Commissioner, I am 
going to be a few minutes longer, perhaps we could 


complete it in the morning? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson; dr.ex. ee 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek ) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. We will 


recess now until 10 o'clock. 


--- Whereupon the Hearing was adjourned at 4:30 p.m. 
until 10:00 a.m., Tuesday, February 21st, 1984. 
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